
YOUR OPTIONS FOR TESTING LEAD IN YOUR HOME  

Lead in Soil
Hazard Levels 

Lead in Water
Hazard Levels 

Lead in Paint
Hazard Levels 

Lead in Dust
Hazard Levels 

Test results of 1.0 milligrams of lead per square centimeter (1.0 
mg/cm2) or more 

Test results of 40 micrograms of lead per square foot (40 µg/ft2) or 
more 

Test results of 300 ppm or more in bare soil in areas where children 
play 

Test results of 10 μg/l commonly regarded as the kitchen sink
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www.leadtest.co.uk

Available testing methods. There are two main options for determining the lead content in paint: 

1) Test swabs or DIY test kits to indicate lead may be present in paint, dust, soil & water: From £8 - £20 per test.

2)  These approaches are described Laboratory analysis for precise & accurate results in paint, dust, soil & water: : From £26 - £35 per test.
in the next sections and summarised in Table 1. 

Table 1. Overview of analytical methods for lead testing. 

Laboratory analysis
Quantitative Testing*

 Most accurate method 
 Relatively affordable 
 No technical limitations 
 Can determine both the 

soluble and insoluble lead 
 All layers of paint tested

 Exact level of lead in paint, 

dust, soil & water

 Results available within 24 hours

Method Strengths Limitations

 Instant results 
 Cheap 

Chemical test kits 

Qualitative Testing*

What will test swabs tell me about lead in my home?

Test kits for testing for lead are available at some paint and hardware stores. They have chemicals that change colour when rubbed against a 

surface that could contain lead.
If you decide to use a lead test kit to test your paint, be sure to test all the layers of paint. Old homes can have many layers of paint on painted surfaces. Some layers of paint can contain no lead while some can 

contain high lead levels. According to scientific research these test kits should not be relied upon to detect lead in paint, dust or soil. Research has shown that this method of testing lead is unreliable and can give 

inaccurate and false results. If your house was built before 1978 and your lead test kit comes out negative (does not change colour), it is recommended that you should have a lab test the paint, dust or soil to 

make sure the lead test kit worked properly.

What will Lead Test tell me about lead in my home?

Lead Test use an internationally recognised method that is recommended for accurate and precise results in testing for any sources

of lead in pre 1978 households. Recommended advice on dealing with the lead levels.

*Lead paint testing can be divided into two categories

Qualitative Testing - Is there lead? Yes or No? This gives a low cost, chemistry-based indication for lead. Research has shown that this method of testing lead 

paint is unreliable and can give inaccurate and false results.

Quantitative Testing - (If there's lead) How much lead? How dangerous is the level of lead in your home? This is the method recognized as the most reliable 

and precise form of testing for lead levels in paint, dust, water & soil. Lead Test offer full quantitative testing.

How can I tell if I have lead above the hazard level in my home?
The table below shows hazard levels of lead in paint, dust, soil and water. 

 Limited accuracy 
 Can test mainly top (surface) layers of paint 
 Difficult to observe colour change for dark paints

 High level of false negative, false positive results
 Cannot be used on lead chromate paints

 Will not tell you how much lead is in the area you 

tested or if it is a hazard to you and your family’s 

health
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